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\\\ Heranca do passado glarioso do porto da ilha da Boa Vista, o Migrante
e uma casa de traga portuguesa com requintes arabes e alma cabo-verdiana.
\\\ Legacy of the glorious past of the island of Boa Vista, the Migrante is a
Portuguese-style house with Arab sophistication and a Cape Verdean soul.

por /by ORIANA ALVES

o centro histérico de Sal Rei, antiga vila de comerciantes e pesca-
dores banhada pela Praia Diante, fica esta casa de paredes amare-
las e grandes janelas com portadas azuis. A arquitectura em estilo
colonial portugués € aqui enriquecida com o melhor da tradicio
drabe: em vez de um simples pitio, o interior da casa esconde um verda-
deiro rijad marroquino  sombra da buganvilia, e por todo o edificio
pequenos elementos decorativos evocam os encantatdrios espacos
domésticos das ardbias. L4 fora, porém, € o crioulo que anima as brinca-
deiras das criancas, as vagarosas conversas dos homens jogando uril e os
risos envergonhados das raparigas vistosas.
Foino anode 1860 que Abraham e Esther Ben’ Oliel, vindos de Rabat,
chegaram a ilha da Boavista. Na pequena povoacao de Sal Rei, entdo o
mais importante centro de comércio portudrio para a Ameérica Latinaeo

fotos / phtos ANTONIO SA

n the historic centre of Sal Rei, old town of merchants and fishermen
nestling next to the Praia Diante beach, we find this house of yellow
walls and tall blue-shuttered windows. The Portuguese colonial style
of the architecture is enriched with the best of Arab tradition: instead
of a simple patio, the interior of house hides a veritable Moroecan rijad in
the shade of the bougainvillea, and throughout the building small deco-
rative aspects evoke charming Arab domesticity. However, outside it’s
Creole that's partof the children’s games, the snail’s pace of the conver-
sation of the men playing uril and the embarrassed laughter of the hand-
some girls.
It was in 1860 that Abraham and Esther Ben’ Oliel, on the way from
Rabat, arrived on the island of Boavista. The family went on to achieve
considerable economic and social influence in the small town of Sal Rei,
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